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Here we are busily preparing for our annual Candlelit Christmas Concert. The falling leaves 

and the excitement of a new academic year provides the great feeling of anticipation. It has 

been a year of great change worldwide but the security of friendship is at the very heart of our 

work in supporting our education and hospital projects for our very talented artists. 
 
What a year it has been. I would like to mention just a few of the highlights: 
 
Young Audiences: The Magna Carta project was a huge success in schools and the production 

at Toynbee Studios written and directed by John Savournin was very exciting. The Lady Mayoress, Mrs Gilly Yarrow 

and our honorary Patron Lady Bear, generously arranged for us to invite our  school children to Mansion House 

and the fundraising lunch.  This was followed by our National Portrait Gallery summer presentation of A Song for 

the Lord Mayor’s Table. 
 
The Ballad of Whitechapel production on Isaac Rosenberg for the HighTide Festival was another fascinating 

bridge reaching out from the National Portrait Gallery in the heart of London. Directed by Richard Stirling and   

narrated by Jill Freud it was wonderful to have Concordia friends from around the country attending this concert 

in Aldeburgh. We were so happy to be able to give a platform to Lydbrook Band with composer Liz Lane          

performing her tribute to Rosenberg with Silver Rose with narration by Henry Goodman. 
 
The Healing Power of Music projects are now at the very core of our creative and spiritual work. At Chelsea and 

Westminster Hospital we enjoy working with Katey Warran who continues to support Concordia - working and 

creating programmes together is very inspiring.  Every month we present Atrium Concerts followed by ward visits 

and we are starting our second year with Memory Lane providing music every Monday in the Alzheimer's and 

Stroke wards. Last year’s students are still involved and are now training the new participants under the direction 

of pianist Maria Marchant. The first Wednesday in the month we are delighted to continue our successful music    

sessions at the UCH Macmillan Cancer Centre thanks to the generous support from Mr & Mrs George Zandona, 

Sheila Reid and The Astor Foundation. We are finding the response from patients, carers and staff very             

encouraging, appreciative and it is a very moving programme.  If you or your friends felt you would like to support 

this  project and sponsor a concert in memory of a friend or family member, please let us know. 
 
November 27 we return to the NPG with Madame Viardot’s Salon. *Details on the back page. 
 
      EXCITING DECEMBER - in the words of Shakespeare ‘If music be the food of love,  play on’ 
 
December 10 We are delighted to return to the New North London Synagogue in a programme of Opera &    

Operetta Highlights presented by our Ambassador, International baritone James Cleverton, with soprano 

Yvette  Bonner and accompanist Fran Hills. 

December 12 We celebrate our 16th Candlelit Christmas Concert at St Paul’s Church Covent Garden.  

We always look forward to meeting our friends who have supported us from the very beginning as well as new 

friends joining us from Germany and Luxembourg. Judy Harris & Nicky Gayner are  greatly supporting this concert. 

December 14  We are delighted to be invited by Richard Bradley to celebrate and perform again this year for the 

exceptional Cancer Charity Look Good Feel Better at St George’s Hanover Square. It is a truly inspiring evening 

and a great honour to have received their heart warming kindness and support for the past 12 years. 
 
2016  Concordia’s 21st Anniversary Celebrations  
We hope you will travel with us on this wonderful journey. We are planning to return to Wilton’s Music Hall 

with a Young Audiences project on The Great Fire of London.  We will celebrate Shakespeare and Love at the 

National Portrait Gallery in May (date tbc) and June 27 we present Concordia Prizewinners’ Concert in     

association with The Worshipful Company of Musicians at St John’s Smith Square. To crown the year we are in 

discussion with John Wilson to conduct our Gala Orchestral concert featuring our wonderful Ambassadors and 

musicians and singers. John has conducted all our Gala Orchestra concerts. When we find a date, you will be the 

first to know. 
 
I thank Concordia Trustees Peter J David, Judith Butler and Dasha Shenkman OBE, who continues to support our 

work, Barbara Baxter and Nicola Tagoe for running the office so efficiently, Lady Bear and Lady Mayoress, Mrs Gilly 

Yarrow, Andrew Garner, RELX Group and the Taurus Foundation who enabled us to produce the most inspiring 

and memorable event at The Mansion House. They continue with your support and friendship to encourage us all 

as we approach another challenging year Building Bridges of Excellence through Music & the Arts. 

 

 

http://williamvann.com/gallery/will-vann-3/


 

 
Lunchtime Concerts 2015/16 
 

NOVEMBER 
18 Wednesday 1:10pm St James’s Church Piccadilly 

Mellanie Piano Trio 
 

DECEMBER 
02 Wednesday 11:30 am UCH Cancer Centre 

Holly  Cook flute Tamara Young harp 
 
03 Thursday 1pm Chelsea and Westminster Hospital 

BLOCK4 Recorder Quartet 
 
10 Thursday 1pm New North London Synagogue 

James Cleverton baritone Yvette Bonner soprano Fran Hills piano 
 
14 Monday 1:10pm St James’s Church Piccadilly 

Giulio Potenza  piano 
 
22 Tuesday 1pm St Martin-in-the-Fields  

Samantha Ward piano 
 
 
2016 
 

JANUARY 
06 Wednesday 11:30 am UCH Cancer Centre 

Khemi Shabazz oboe  Helen Nicholas piano 
 

07 Thursday 1pm Chelsea and Westminster Hospital 

Emily Kyte mezzo soprano   Julianne Gallant piano 
 

14 Thursday 1pm New North London Synagogue 

Pierre Frapier violin  Simon Carrey piano 
 
 

 

22 Friday 1pm  St Martin-in-the-Fields 

Holly Cook flute  Helen Nicholas piano 
 
29 Friday 1:10pm St James’s Church Piccadilly 

Ljubica Stojanovic piano with guest Joseph Zeitlin cello 

 

FEBRUARY 

03 Wednesday 11:30am UCH Cancer Centre 

Katy Elman  percussion Tim Brice piano 
 
04 Thursday 1pm Chelsea & Westminster Hospital 

Charlotte Maclet violin Guillaume Mathias piano 
 

MARCH 
02 Wednesday  11:30am UCH Cancer Centre 

tbc  
03 Thursday 1pm Chelsea & Westminster Hospital 

Grace Bermingham soprano Sandie Middleton piano 
 

14 Monday 1:10pm St James’s Church Piccadilly 

tbc 
  

APRIL 
04 Monday 1pm  St Martin-in-the-Fields 

Tom Harris piano  
 

06 Wednesday 11:30am UCH Cancer Centre 

Daniel Shao flute  James Orrell piano 
 
07 Thursday 1pm Chelsea & Westminster Hospital 

Abel Selaocoe cello Leif Lidstrom piano 
 

08 Friday   1:10pm St James’s Church Piccadilly 

Abel Selaocoe cello Leif Lidstrom piano 

“My experience as an international performer has given me a  fervent desire to help young artists establish a career  

in a fiercely competitive world. 
 

There can be no more important a mission than bringing young people together, at home and abroad, through the 
 universal language of music” 

 
Gillian Humphreys OBE ARAM Hon RCM 

Founder & Artistic Director 

CONCERT DATES 2015-2016 

 

SPECIAL EVENTS 

National Portrait Gallery Concert Series 

Friday 27 November 6:30pm 

Madame Viardot’s Salon 

Music and theatre in the spirit of a soiree musicale 

Marc Verter musical director 
 

Christmas Concerts  2015 
 
Monday 14 December 7:00pm 

Look Good . . . Feel Better  Christmas Concert 

St George’s Hanover Square 

Bethan Langford soprano 

James Cleverton baritone 
Sarah Field trumpet 

Ben San Lau piano  
 

Saturday 12 December 7:30pm 

Concordia Foundation  
Candlelit Christmas Concert  

St Paul’s Church Covent Garden 
 

 
Thursday 31 December 7:30pm 

St Martin-in-the-Fields 

New Year’s Eve Opera Gala 

Natasha Day  soprano 

Angela Simkin mezzo 

Alex Tsilogiannis tenor 

Timothy Connor baritone 

Pavel Timofeyevsky musical director 
 

2016 
 

Sunday 14 February 7:30pm 

St Martin-in-the-Fields 

Opera Gala 

Nicky Spence tenor  Natasha Day soprano 

Timothy Connor baritone  Angela Simkin mezzo 
 
Tuesday 28 June  7:30pm 

Concordia Foundation Prizewinners’ Concert in association 

with The Worshipful Company of Musicians 

St John’s Smith Square 
 

Concordia Foundation 21st Anniversary Gala Concert 

St John Smith Square  - Watch this space 



    Sunset on Africa                      
 Music for Life Project in Korogocho  

 
As Concordia’s project with St John’s School in the Korogocho 

Slums of Kenya comes to an end, we look back at  all the       

wonderful work that has taken place, including the fife clubs and 

pen-pal scheme, to the Journey of an Instrument, which has enabled 

a range of instruments to be delivered to students at St John’s 

School.   

Simon Kariuki, of St John’s School, compiled a wonderful project report about Concordia’s work in 

Korogocho. Part of this report explained the situation that many of the children grow up in and how music 

has been instrumental to improving their life. The report explained that “the slum is a shelter from the 

harsh environment that youth and children face in their daily lives, They always find time to come together 

and practice music which keeps them away from peer pressure.”   
 
With music being one of the major school activities in 

St John’s, it was reported that children’s perceptions 

towards life had been changed through participating in 

the project, encouraging them to rise to become 

some of the best performing students in the school. 

St John’s have also been promoting music as one of 

their main activities, in order to attract new students. 

Subsequently, the number of pupils in the school has 

increased from 700 to 780 students. With regard to 

the wider community, we were delighted to hear that “music is one of the activities 

that is promoting peace in the community, because the youth are spending their free 

time learning and teaching their fellows music.”   

 

Highlights from the Pen Pal Project  

A total of 124 students were involved in the Pen Pal Scheme, 62 from St John’s 

School, Kenya, and 62 from our two schools in London. We were informed that St 

John’s School highly valued the experience and excitement of their students being 

able to gain knowledge of children from another part of the world and how they live. 

Noticing their change in attitude towards school, Simon and the tutors were        

delighted to see that despite their varying backgrounds, the students were keen to 

create a brighter future for themselves and the community at large. Through the Pen 

Pal project, they found that the “cultural exchange went beyond the students, and 

also involved the community at large,” as students who were involved in the project 

kept on sharing the information with the rest of the community members and the        

response was very positive.” 

 

      

We are pleased to have achieved the following objectives at St John’s 

School, Kenya through our Pen Pal Scheme 
 

• To create networks with other young musicians in the UK. 

• To improve English knowledge among the students (particularly writing skills and 

comprehension). 

• Cultural exchange; to expose students from UK & Kenya to each others cultures, 

showing them that despite cultural differences, we all are the same and have  

something that we can learn from each other.  

• Self-esteem increased amongst the students, by knowing that they have other 

friends who care for them and support them. 
 

It has been a great honour for Concordia to have built such a firm Friendship with 

Simon Kariuki and Moses Watata through Music and the Arts, and we thank Nadia 

Wilson for her dedicated work in co-ordinating the project.  
 

Nadia has been instrumental to the project and her ongoing support will allow us 

to continue transporting donated instruments to St John’s School in Korogocho. 

Abigail Burrows has been at the very heart of this project from the beginning with 

both our schools here in London, and performing and working with children in 

Kenya during our visit to Nairobi in 2011 with Sir Michael and Lady Bear.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

BUILDING BRIDGES OF FRIENDSHIP 

First fife lesson in St John’s  Korogocho, Kenya 

CONCORDIA OUTREACH 

The Nevill family donated their  
daughter Serena’s  violin to the “Journey of an  

Instrument” project . Nicola Tagoe hands over the 
violin to Nadia Wilson, co-ordinator of our  

project in Kenya 

Students involved in the pen pal project 



                          HighTide Festival,  Aldeburgh   

19 September 2015 
 

          The Ballad of Whitechapel - Silver Rose 
 
Isaac Rosenberg, one of the Great War’s greater if less-known poets, was first suggested to Gillian 

Humphreys in 2014 as the subject for a Concordia Foundation project to help re-establish his name. 

Using Klezmer musicians and vocal group Apollo5 to perform music inspired by Rosenberg’s work, 

The Ballad of Whitechapel had its opening performance at the National Portrait Gallery and was 

subsequently mounted for a cross section of schools at the Whitechapel Gallery and at the Gresham 

Centre in London. 
 
In September, Concordia Foundation revisited the project, as the 

concluding classical concert of the HighTide Festival in Aldeburgh. 

Augmented by Silver Rose, Dr Liz Lane’s musical composition for five 

Rosenberg poems, The Ballad of Whitechapel and its Concordia artists, drew a remarkable 

response from an audience captivated by the material and its delivery. 
 
In the first half, The Ballad of Whitechapel,  Jill Freud’s focused, plangent delivery of this 

and other poems set the tone for the sad but inspiring story of the Jewish boy from 

Whitechapel.   His greatness comes from the First World War which killed him in its final 

year, and, ironically, without the horrors, he would never have found his artistic voice.  

Accompanied by the sound of the Klezmer music which is closest to what Rosenberg 

would have enjoyed, and was most connected to his ancestral roots. Klezmer virtuosi  

Yuval Havkin on accordion and Oleg Lapidus on clarinet joined forces to fire the soul, 

from the pulsating ‘Rev Dovide’ to ‘The Happy Nigun’, which amply justified its reprise.  

 

In the hands of Apollo5, there was delight and emotion, particularly in Clare Stewart’s lovely, haunting      

arrangement of ‘Will Ye Go to Flanders?’ and her delicate composition of Rosenberg’s poem ‘A Careless 

Heart’. They lent the whole of The Ballad of Whitechapel a transfixing quality of concentration and insight.  

 

The outstanding violinist Nicole Crespo O’Donoghue threw herself into the gypsy abandon of the traditional 

airs, backing Apollo5 with grace and discretion, and accompanying Lady Freud’s reading of ‘Returning, We 

Heard the Larks’ with Vaughan Williams’ deeply affecting ‘Lark Ascending’ – a moment quite distinct from Liz Lane’s    

penetrating  musical setting of the same poem after the interval. 
 
In the second half, Rosenberg's poems were delivered by the transfixing voice  and stage presence of actor Henry    

Goodman, and augmented by Silver Rose, Dr Liz Lane's musical composition movingly played by the Lydbrook Band under   

conductor, Ian Holmes. Dr Lane’s music was as illuminative as the poems to which it was set. Mr Goodman’s clarion  

reading of the poems, including Silver Rose (Song) and On Receiving News of War,  can have left few in doubt about the 

high place due to Rosenberg in the line-up of War Poets. 
 
Rosenberg is ready to be fully rehabilitated:  Dogged determination from his sister Annie, and latterly by cousins, has kept 

his name alive, and the work lives on. As the director of the above show, I am undoubtedly biased, particularly by the   

reaction of the audience at Jubilee Hall to this Concordia Foundation concert. But it is clear that Isaac Rosenberg’s work 

continues to inspire musicians who find in his words a conduit for their own remarkable talents.  Richard Stirling 

 

CONCORDIA OUTRECH 

  Alice Gwynne-Duggan,  
youngest member of the  

Lydbrook  Band, with Gillian 

Nicole Crespo O’Donoghue, Oleg Lapidus,  

Yuval Havkin and Lady Freud 

Apollo5 (Left to right) Clare Stewart; Ciarán Kelly;  

Greg Link; Alex Haigh and Charlotte Brosnan  



 University College London Hospital & Chelsea 

and  Westminster Hospital  
 

           The Healing Power of Music 
 

We are delighted that our recital 

series at University College Hospital 

is continuing, with the generous  

support of Concordia Friends, the 

UCH Cancer Fund and The Astor 

Foundation. Harpist Mary Reid has 

joined Concordia this year, giving a 

wonderful debut performance in the 

main Atrium and Chemotherapy 

Ward at the UCH Macmillan Cancer 

Centre in July. This was followed by 

a recital at  Chelsea & Westminster 

Hospital in September, with a     

performance in the main Atrium and 

to patients in the ‘Transport Lounge,’ where live music had 

never been performed before.     
 

 

  

    

 

Chelsea and Westminster Hospital  

Stroke & Dementia Wards 
 

Memory Lane 
 
Concordia’s Memory Lane Training Programme is into 

its second year, and we welcome four Concordia pianists 

to explore this fantastic opportunity, together with four 

pianists from the Royal 

College of Music. The 

young musicians will    

attend a series of training 

and shadowing sessions 

beginning in   November 

2015, before leading    

sessions in pairs, and 

eventually on their own 

from January 2016.  

 

Three graduates of last year’s 

Memory Lane programme, Juliane 

Gallant, Jocelyn Freeman and 

Theresa Yu, are also taking a pro

-active role in the training of new 

pianists, participating in sessions 

where they will share their     

experiences on the programme 

and lead some of the initial     

sessions alongside lead pianist, 

Maria Marchant, who has been 

instrumental to the Memory 

Lane programme since it began in 

2013.   

CONCORDIA OUTREACH 

 

Meet Concordia’s 2015/16 Memory Lane 

pianists:    
 

Robert Cheung – Robert performed in Concordia’s 

A Song for the Lord Mayor’s Table at the National    

Portrait Gallery in June, and 

gave a Memory Lane Celebration 

recital with Juliane Gallant at 

Chelsea & Westminster      

Hospital in  July. Robert says: “I 

am passionate about music and 

strongly believe in its powers to 

touch hearts and minds beyond 

the recital or concert hall...I know that music has amazing 

therapeutic qualities and can reach out to people where 

other methods might fail.”   
 
Stephanie Onggowinoto – Stephanie gave a    

spectacular solo performance as part of Concordia’s 

recital series at the prestigious 

St Martin-in-the-Fields in May, 

and will perform for us again at 

St James’s Church Piccadilly 

with her ensemble, The     

Mellanie Trio, in November. 

Stephanie says: “I believe that 

my job as an artist or a musician 

is not only to entertain people, 

but also to spread kindness in this world we are living in. 

Music will bring so many health benefits for the patients 

and hopefully it will help in their recovery, because music 

is a language that can communicate our thoughts and 

emotions better than any other way in this world.” 
 

David Soo - Currently studying at 

the Guildhall School of Music and 

Drama, David is our most recent 

pianist, joining Concordia as a 

Memory Lane participant. David 

says: “A large portion of my schooling 

has been devoted to performing for 

those in neurological rehabilitation. 

The joy and happiness that music brings to these        

individuals serves as a constant reminder about how   

powerful music is, and it is something which I want to  

pursue   further.”  
 

Lucia Sanchez de Haro – Originally 

from Spain, and with previous        

experience of performing in special 

schools for children with severe 

health problems, Lucia joins the    

Concordia Foundation as a participant 

on the Memory Lane programme.  

Lucia says: “Everybody should be given the chance to 

listen to live music, regardless of their personal situation or 

conditions. I strongly believe that music is to be shared; 

that is it’s main purpose. What better way to perform 

than taking it to patients who would not be able to attend 

a concert otherwise!”  

    Mary Reid harp  

Theresa Yu (Memory Lane 
pianist 2014/15) with     

flautist Louise Briguglio 

Memory Lane session: 
Jocelyn Freeman with a patient  



   Magna Carta Project 
 

I have been fortunate in working with the Concordia       

Foundation for over 10 years now.  Gillian first invited me to 

perform with the Foundation while I was still studying voice at 

music college, and has included me in her inspiring            

programmes ever since, be it 

on the recital platform, in her 

Christmas concerts, or 

working on the Young     

Audiences Projects, of which 

I have now devised and    

directed two - A Dickens’ 

piece entitled Shadows of 

what may be and this year’s 

project on the history of the 

Magna Carta. 
 
The Young Audiences Projects are a fantastic example of what 

Concordia is all about - educating, inspiring and  developing.  

My remarkable sister Ros, and I, were able to work with sev-

eral groups of children from schools in the Tower Hamlets 

area, giving opportunities to young and talented professional 

singers and instrumentalists from the ages of 18 to 30. We 

wrote a brand new piece of musical theatre especially for    

children, which is not only designed to entertain, but to     

educate on a subject that might otherwise be difficult to    

capture the attention of younger minds. The history of the 

Magna Carta is not an easy subject for children, but through 

the medium of imaginative performance, it was incredible to 

see them caught up in the story and, I hope, come away with a 

better understanding of why democracy is fundamental in our 

world. John Savournin 
 

Benjamin Franklin House 
Summer Serenade - July 30 2015 

 

In the mid-summer warmth of July, we were treated to a     

delightful evening of music in the wonderful surroundings of   

Benjamin Franklin House. 

Flautist, Holly Cook, and    

harp ist ,  Tamara Young ,       

c o m p i l e d  a n  e x ce l l e n t          

programme that featured music 

from across the world and   

music from Benjamin Franklin’s 

era.  One of the highlights was 

C. W. Gluck’s Dance of the 

Blessed Spirits, which was      

executed perfectly and was very  

appropriate for a warm summer’s evening. We were also 

treated to a collection of unique folk songs, for which Holly, 

who has specialised in flute works inspired by folk and non-

western traditions, played a variety of wind instruments,    

including the panpipes. Both girls were  exceptionally diligent 

in giving a short contextual introduction to each piece. It was 

wonderful to really understand each piece, giving added     

enjoyment to the evening. All in all, it was a wonderful       

occasion and the audience stepped out into the evening sun 

feeling both educated and uplifted by the beautiful music and 

passion that the two girls exhibited. Alice Bennett  

(Assistant to Deputy Director & Director of Research at the Royal 

College of Music) 

National Portrait Gallery 
26 June 2015 

The Lord Mayor’s Table 
 

When Gillian asked me to perform pieces by Percy     

Grainger at the National Portrait Gallery, I was honoured 

and very excited. The concert took place in Room 12, in 

front of a magnificent portrait of Handel. The linking of two 

art forms, one aural; the other visual, was a magnificent idea 

and I eagerly looked forward to, and prepared for, the 

event.  

 
I was tasked with playing three pieces composed by the 

rather eccentric Percy Grainger (best known for his   

showpiece In an English Country Garden).  It was fascinating 

to be introduced to a new composer who I had never    

encountered before,  learning about his life and his musical 

style was absorbing. He embodied,  in the pieces I played,  

the sense of England 

that the concert was 

highlighting “the 

800th Anniversary of 

the signing of the 

Magna Carta.” The 

concert itself was a 

r e m a r k a b l e         

e x p e r i e n c e ,        

especially working 

with three other 

incredible musicians: William Vann, Joanna Marie Skillet and 

Max Welford. The Gallery itself provided a wonderful           

atmosphere and playing in front of a portrait of Handel  

almost felt like Handel himself was listening to us – which 

was exhilarating, even if it was a little daunting. We      

managed to attract a capacity crowd of people who became 

part of the concert, engaging with the performers, including 

laughing at a terrible joke that I made about Percy Grainger, 

but pity laughs are still laughs – right? The concert       

eventually came to an end (not before a fantastic cockney 

rendition of ‘Wouldn’t it be loverly’ by Joanna) and I    

thoroughly enjoyed being part of this fantastic event.   

Robert Cheung  piano (age 17) 

 
An outstanding evening of music making and an inspired choice 

of location. I thoroughly enjoyed the whole experience and 

thought it was a genius concept . I hope that the Concordia 

Foundation will do many more of these as I will be first in line!  

Ray Cheung - Robert’s father 

 
Happiness is a gift.   

It is like a butterfly in the winter woods. 

Let it sit with us a while in  

Peace and Harmony 

  CONCORDIA CONCERTS & OUTREACH 

Gillian with the Magna Carta 
cast: John Savournin, Ros  

Savournin & Andrea Tweedale 

Holly Cook & Tamara Young 

Max Welford, William Vann,   
Robert Cheung and Joanna Marie Skillett 

This newsletter has been compiled by  
Barbara Baxter and Nicola Tagoe, with  

contributions from performers and friends.  



   
Baby News! 

 
A huge congratulations to our      

wonderful consultant, Georgina     

Benton and her husband Robert, on 

the birth of their first baby Zachary Joshua 

Benton, who arrived on 15 August 2015. 

Our love and best wishes go out to them 

both.            
 
 

 

Global Women Inventors and Innovators Network  
 

 

Gillian was invited by Dr. Bola 

Olabisi, Director, to accept an 

Honorary Global Exemplary 

Award for Ingenuity - World of 

Music in recognition of her        

lifetime’s work as an international   

singer, director, producer and 

Founder & Artistic Director of the      

Concordia Foundation. The 

presentation took place on 14th 

October at the British Library 

 

 

Chiyan Wong piano 
 

Chiyan made his concert debut as a    

Concordia Foundation Artist on July 

24th at St James’s Piccadilly to a very 

large enthusiastic audience, shortly    

before taking part in the Leeds           

International Piano  Competition. Being 

the   professional artist that he is, Chiyan 

stepped in with 24 hours notice to open 

a new recital series at Winchelsea     

Festival in Kent, giving a stunning              

performance of an all-Liszt programme. 

Chiyan was booked immediately to   

return to the Festival in 2016. 

 

Samantha Ward  -  Piano Week 2015 
 

Piano Week Festival directed by Samantha Ward was a huge     

success this year, held at Bangor University and at Moreton Hall 

School.  The highlight of this year’s festival was the closing recital 

given by   Stephen Kovacevich who performed Rachmaninoff’s 

Symphonic Dances for two pianos with Samantha as well as   

Schubert’s final Sonata D960. 
 
Piano Week 2016 takes 

place at Moreton Hall (18th-

30th July) and the festival also 

goes on tour to Beijing, with    

recitals and master classes 

b e i n g  g i v e n  b y  a n             

international faculty of     

concert pianists. Samantha 

would like to extend her 

thanks to the Concordia 

Foundation for their support 

of the festival.   

 

 CONCORDIA NEWS 

   
                    Auditions  

 
We are inundated for requests for auditions and we are      

humbled by the standard, and the understanding and research 

the artists place in wanting to be part of Concordia and to be     

involved in our Concert Series, Young Audiences education          

programme and our Healing Power of Music projects in        

hospitals. 
 

Welcome to New Artists 
 
Julia Sitkovetsky soprano 

Trained at Guildhall School of Music and Drama, 

British/American soprano Julia Sitkovetsky       

gave her first concert for Concordia at St James’s 

Church Piccadilly in September. We look        

forward to seeing her in our 2016 concert diary. 

 

Ljubica  Stojanovic piano 

Ljubica from Serbia is one of our recent        

auditionees, and we were delighted to 

learn that she is married to cellist Joseph 

Zeitlin, a Concordia Artist from 2006. 

Ljubica and Joseph will perform at St 

James’s Piccadilly on 29 January 2016. 
 
Mellanie Trio piano trio 

The Mellanie Trio . Stephanie Onggowinoto, 

Sally Law and Kuan-Yin Lin from the Royal 

College of Music, will perform for Concordia 

at St James’s Piccadilly in November, and we 

are delighted that they will also be playing at 

our Christmas Concert on 12 December. 
 
Emily Kyte  soprano  

Emily trained at the Guildhall School of Music & 

Drama. She has presented solo recitals in      

London, and is experienced in oratorio and 

opera roles with Tete-a-Tete, Grange Park 

Opera and British Youth Opera. Her first      

concert for Concordia will be on January 7th 

2016 at Chelsea and Westminster Hospital. 
 
Abel Selaocoe cello  

Abel is currently studying for a Masters degree 

at the RNCM. He has worked with numerous 

orchestras throughout South Africa and is 

the winner of the 2012 Sir John Barbarolli (UK) 

and RNCM Concerto Prize, performing with 

the RNCM Symphony Orchestra at        

Bridgewater Hall. Abel will make his Concordia 

debut at our Christmas Concert. 
 

BLOCK4  recorders 

London-based recorder quartet, BLOCK4 (Emily Bannister, Lucy 

Carr, Katie Cowling and Rosie Land), present a dynamic       

a p p r o a c h  t o              

contemporary music, as 

well as music from the          

Renaissance and Baroque 

periods. They made their 

inaugural concert for 

Concordia at St Martin-in

-the-Fields, where their 

variety of instruments intrigued the audience. BLOCK4 will be 

performing for Concordia again at Chelsea and Westminster 

Hospital on 3rd December 2015. 

 Gillian at the Award        
Ceremony  with Salwa Amor  
Documentary Producer  of 

Syria’s Children  
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                         Concordia Foundation 
                 Gillian Humphreys OBE  
                                                            presents     

                                              Salon Musical   

           Madame Viardot's Salon 
 National Portrait Gallery    Friday 27 November 6.30pm 
 

   Enter the world of formidable women, controversial poetry,  

gossip and intrigue  

Welcome to the Parisian home of celebrated 19th century singer  

Pauline Viardot  through theatre, song and chamber music  
 

                  Music by Fauré, Duparc, Elgar and Strauss, poetry by Baudelaire  
 

Donna Lennard - soprano, Hoei Lien The - violin, Daniel Turner - tenor,  

          Marc Verter - piano,   Pericles Snowdon - actor,  Bridgitta Roy director  

         St Martin-in-the-Fields 
           Thursday 31 December 3.30pm 

 

     John Landor,  in association with the Concordia Foundation, presents 
 

                      New Year’s Eve Operetta Matinee 

                                 Natasha Day soprano        Angela Simkin mezzo soprano   

                                 Alex Tsilogiannis tenor    Timothy Connor baritone     

 Pavel Timofeyevsky   Musical Director  
 

Concert Tickets £24; £20; £16; £13; £9 available from the St Martin-in-the-Fields box office  
Tel 020 7766 1100 or online at www.stmartin-in-the-fields.org/music 
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CONCORDIA UPCOMING EVENTS 

                                  Concordia Foundation Concordia Foundation   

                              Candlelit Christmas ConcertCandlelit Christmas Concert  
 

                    St Pauls Church Covent Garden 

                   Saturday 12 December 2015 7.30pm 
 

Gillian Humphreys OBE presents 
 

A Christmas Concert for all the family with words and music at their most beautiful and evocative 
 

Let us make ideas sing… and give young artists a platform and a voice to project harmony  

in the environment through music and the arts. 
 

Musically directed by Gareth McLearnon and featuring 

William Vann  piano/organ  Ahmed Dickinson  guitar    Laura Mitchell  soprano   

Rhiannon Llewellyn soprano  Dingle Yandell  bass  Katy Elman percussion    

Nicole Crespo O’Donoghue  violin  Matilda Lloyd trumpet   Abel Selaocoe  cello   Mellanie Trio  
 

Special Guest Reader - Caroline Blakiston 
 
                 
            Tickets available from Concordia Foundation 
                        £20 per person, including interval reception.  £12 for Students and Children under 16 
                 Please send cheque and SAE to  Concordia Foundation 40 Craven Street London WC2N 5NG   

Gabriel Faure 

Baudelaire 

Stephane 
Mallarme 

Pauline Viardot 


