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This year has been a whirlwind of new projects and fundraising activities and it 

always gives me great pleasure to write updating you with our news. I also want 

to highlight a range of our achievements this past year. I invite you to have your 

diaries ready in the hope that you will join us for some very exciting events. 
 
I would like to take this opportunity to congratulate Dasha Shenkman, our Trus-

tee, dear friend and wonderful supporter, who was awarded an OBE in the 

Queen’s New Year’s Honours list for her philanthropic support of the arts. We 

are thrilled and so proud. 
 

There have been many changes in the Concordia office. We are a small team and as we say ‘goodbye’ to 

Kate Harris, who has been with us for the past two years, we are delighted to ‘welcome’ flautist Nicola 

Tagoe. Kate is moving on to the Suzuki Foundation and Nicola joins us from the Prince’s Foundation for 

Children & the Arts. Nicola’s feet have hardly touched the ground as this is our busy season with the 

Young Audiences Magna Carta project in full swing!   
 
We are so grateful to The Lady Mayoress, Mrs Gilly Yarrow, 2015 educational Ambassador for her 

generosity and her support of this project by inviting school children to the Mansion House to view the 

magnificent stained glass window that illustrates the signing of the Magna Carta by King John in 1215.   
 
The Lady Mayoress also generously hosted a beautiful fundraising lunch in her private dining room for 18 

supporters making the educational project possible. On June 11th we return to the Toynbee Studios with 

our Magna Carta production ‘Back at 1215’ or How I saved democracy and was back in time for lunch. 
 
June 26: National Portrait Gallery - Room 12 - the beautiful Handel room in which we present  

‘A Song for the Lord Mayor’s Table’ with Concordia prize winning cast directed by pianist William Vann.  
 

June 30: At the kind invitation of Benjamin Franklin 

House we return for a ‘Friends’ soirée featuring the Harp 

and Flute duo Holly Cook and Tamara Young. 
 
September 19: Ballad of Whitechapel & Silver 

Rose - High Tide Festival have invited us to present 

our programme on Isaac Rosenberg in Aldeburgh.  I was 

invited to meet composer Dr Liz Lane who had composed 

Silver Rose for the Lydbrook Band and we agreed to 

collaborate on this innovative project - we are so privi-

leged that actors Lady Freud and Henry Goodman have 

generously agreed to perform and Richard Stirling will 

direct our wonderful cast.  

Do please join us for this concert  in Aldeburgh. 
 
I would like to thank Lady Bear our Honorary Patron for 

master minding the visit to the Mansion House in aid of 

the Young Audiences Magna Carta project and The Lady 

Mayoress, Andrew and Jamie Garner, Taurus Foundation 

and the Mansion House guests for making this major pro-

ject possible. 
 
I always quote Team Work makes the Dream Work and 

I am so grateful to Barbara Baxter. Georgina Benton  

and Nicola Tagoe for their friendship and dedication.  
  

Trustees Dasha Shenkman OBE Hon RCM and Judith Butler contribute encouragement and considered 

advice at all times. Peter David continues to be the rock on which we rely and I am so grateful for his 

tireless support towards all of us at Concordia. 
 
Thank you all for your hugely appreciated friendship and support and as we approach our 21st anniver-

sary, together, we have certainly Built Bridges of Great Friendship through Music & the Arts. 

The Lady Mayoress ,  Mrs Gilly Yarrow,  
presented with a bouquet by Su Ling at 

 The Mansion House 



  

MAY 
07 Thursday 1pm Chelsea & Westminster Hospital 

Gerard Schneider tenor Nick Fletcher piano 
 

07 Thursday 1pm New North London Synagogue 

Nicole Crespo O’Donoghue violin Jocelyn Freeman piano 
 
18 Monday 1pm St Martin-in-the-Fields 

Stephanie Onggowinoto piano 
 

JUNE 

04 Thursday 1pm Chelsea & Westminster Hospital 

Rose Hinton violin  Amiran Zenaishvil  piano 
 

04 Thursday 1pm New North London Synagogue 

Max Welford clarinet Katherine Tinker piano 
 

12 Friday 1:10pm St Martin-in-the-Fields 

Antonio Garcia Lopez piano Greek Odyssey prizewinner 
 

19 Friday 1pm St James’s Church Piccadilly 

Elizabeth Desbruslais mezzo Marc Verter piano 
 

JULY 
 
02 Thursday 1pm Chelsea & Westminster Hospital 

Pierre Frapier violin Simon Carrey piano 
 

06 Monday 1pm St Martin-in-the-Fields  

BLOCK4  - prizewinning recorder quartet  
  

24 Friday 1:10pm St James’s Church Piccadilly 

Chiyan Wong piano 
 

AUGUST 

06 Thursday Chelsea & Westminster Hospital 

Danae Eleni soprano Kimon Pallikaropoulos piano 
 

12 Wednesday 1:10pm  St James’s Church Piccadilly 

Jessica Leary soprano Juliane Gallant piano 
 

14 Friday 1pm  St Martin-in-the-Fields  

Pierre Frapier violin Simon Carrey piano 
 

SEPTEMBER 
03 Thursday 1pm Chelsea & Westminster Hospital 

Mary Reid harp 
 

08 Tuesday 1pm St Martin-in-the-Fields  

The Daunt Trio  - clarinet  oboe  bassoon 
 

14 Monday 1:10pm St James’s Church Piccadilly  

Julia Sitkovetsky soprano William Vann piano  
 

OCTOBER 
01 Thursday 1pm Chelsea & Westminster Hospital  
Nadine Galea violin  piano tbc 
 

27 Tuesday 1:10pm St Martin-in-the-Fields  

Kowalczyk-Kim Duo  violin & piano 
 

NOVEMBER 
5 Thursday 1pm Chelsea & Westminster Hospital  

Claire Lees soprano piano tbc 
 

18 Wednesday 1pm St James’s Church Piccadilly 

Mellanie Piano Trio 

DECEMBER 
 
03 Thursday 1pm Chelsea and Westminster Hospital 

Artist to be confirmed 
 
14 Monday 1pm St James’s Church Piccadilly 

Giulio Potenza  piano 
 
22 Tuesday 1.10pm St Martin-in-the-Fields  

Samantha Ward piano 
 
 

SPECIAL EVENTS 

Thursday 11 June  1:30pm  

Toynbee Studios  - 28 Commercial Street, E1 6AB 
Young Audiences The Magna Carta production  

 

Thursday 30 July 7:30 Benjamin Franklin House 
A Summer Serenade 

Holly Cook flute  Tamara Young Harp 
 

Saturday 19 September Aldeburgh Jubilee Hall 
High Tide Festival 

The Ballad of Whitechapel & Silver Rose 

A commemoration of the life and work of Isaac Rosenberg, the 

school boy, the soldier, the poet, the portrait painter  

Programme narrated by Jill Freud and Henry Goodman 
 

National Portrait Gallery Concert Series 
Friday 26 June 6:30pm 

A Song for the Lord Mayor’s Table  

William Vann piano      Joanne Marie Skillett soprano  

Max Welford clarinet   Robert Cheung piano 
 

Friday 27 November 6:30pm 

Gabriel Faure -  Across the Channel 

Music and theatre in the spirit of a soiree musicale 

Mark Verter musical director 
 

Christmas Concerts  
 
Monday 14 December 7:00pm 

Look Good . . . Feel Better  Christmas Concert 

St George’s Hanover Square 

Bethan Langford soprano 

James Cleverton baritone 

Sarah Field trumpet 

Ben San Lau piano  
 

Saturday 12 December 7:30pm 

Concordia Foundation  
Candlelit Christmas Concert  

St Paul’s Church Covent Garden 

 

“My experience as an international performer has given me a fervent 

desire to help young artists establish a career  

in a fiercely competitive world. 

 

There can be no more important a mission than bringing young  

people together, at home and abroad, through the 

 universal language of music” 
 

Gillian Humphreys OBE Hon RCM 

Founder & Artistic Director 

CONCERT DATES 2015 



   
                        THE MAGNA CARTA 

                         The Great Charter of Liberties 
  

              Historical Background 
For schools this Summer we are presenting the story of the Magna Carta  -  the Great Charter of Lib-
erties.  Originally issued by King John (1199  - 1216) as a solution to the political crisis he faced from 
his barons, it established the principle that everybody, including the King, was subject to the law. The 
Magna Carta remains a cornerstone of the British constitution and also influenced the Constitution of 
the United States.  It came about as part of the consequences of quarrels between John and the Pope 
who had excommunicated the King, who also faced the threat of an invasion from France.  During  
Medieval times, the barons were regularly extorted of their lands and profits and were heavily taxed on 
their inheritances. ‘Scutage’, a tax which paid for the army, became the focus of much discontent and 
John levied this even when there were no military campaigns. On 15th June 1215 at Runnymede, a 
charter designed to limit the King’s power was presented to John and the Barons pressured the King 

into agreeing to it. It was the first time royal authority officially became subject to the law, instead of reigning above it.  
 

Back at 1215 
How I saved democracy and was back in time for lunch 

    Toynbee Studios  - 28 Commercial Street, E1 6AB  -  1.30pm 
 
The Magna Carta project aims to explore the history and celebrate the 800 year anni-

versary of the document that shaped the laws of England as we know them today. On Thurs-

day 11th June, the project will culminate in a production at Toynbee Studios, allowing young 

participants to experience the thrill of being involved in live musical theatre. Concordia is 

extremely grateful to The Lady Mayoress Mrs Gilly Yarrow for providing the opportunity for 

a number of the participating pupils to visit the Egyptian Hall at Mansion House to view the 

impressive stained glass window depicting the sealing of the Magna Carta, as a key part of 

the project. We are delighted to welcome back Artistic Director, John Savournin, and Musical 

Director, Rosamond Savournin, who were involved in the successful 2012 Young Audiences 

project, ‘Shadows Of  What May Be,’ an interactive musical adaptation of Dickens’  

A Christmas Carol. 
        
John Savournin is the Artistic Director of Charles Court Opera. Notable productions 

include The Pirates of Penzance; La Boheme on tour; a revival of Sondheim/Rogers’ musical Do 

I Hear a Waltz? and Patience at the King’s Head. In 2014, John directed Il Barbiere di Siviglia for 

Musique Cordiale in France, and he regularly directs for the National G&S Opera Company. 

As a singer, recent highlights include Peter Quince  A Midsummer Night’s Dream & Schaunard 

La Bohème for Opera North, and recitals at Wigmore Hall as a Concordia Foundation prize 

winner and a Yeoman of the Worshipful Company of Musicians. This season, he will make his 

debut with Opera Holland Park as the Immigration Officer in the first professional London production of Flight by Jonathan Dove, and 

will play one of the two gunmen in a new production of Kiss Me, Kate! with Opera North.   
 
Rosamond Savournin is a musical director and arranger working across a wide musical spectrum.  Following studies at Balliol Col-

lege, Oxford, Trinity College of Music and the Institute of Education, she has worked as a conductor, pianist, music teacher and   advisor.  

She has been MD for numerous musicals, and for youth productions at the Buxton Gilbert and Sullivan Festival. Her choral arrange-

ments have been performed by the National Youth Choir and by the massed choirs and orchestras of Camden’s schools at the Royal Al-

bert Hall.  She conducts One Voice Choir (recently performing with English Pocket Opera Company at the Royal Albert Hall), Camden New 

Voices (with the Orchestra of the Age of Enlightenment), Camden Young Singers (twice regional winners in Choir of the Year) and the adult 

vocal ensemble Bella Cora. 

 

Magna Carta Project   -  Artists and Technical Team 

John Savournin  Artistic Director  -   Rosamond Savournin  Musical Director  -  Joanne Marie Skillett  Soprano 

Andrea Tweedale Soprano  -  Matthew Kellett  Baritone  -  Michelle Bradbury  Designer  -  Tom Kelly  Kit/Percussion/Tuba  

David Ruff  Flute/Recorder  -   David Sloane  Cello  -   Ian Wilson  Lighting Designer  -   Jonathan Rose  Photographer 07956 531341 

Children from St Paul’s Primary School 

  Nicola and St Paul’s pupils in front of 

Magna Carta window at Mansion House 

Magna Carta cast with The Lady Mayoress & Gillian  

 CONCORDIA OUTREACH 

http://www.bl.uk/magna-carta/articles/magna-carta-in-context


                              

            MUSIC FOR LIFE 
       AN AFRICAN ODYSSEY 

In the Autumn of 2011 at the invitation of the then Lord Mayor 

of the City of London, Sir Michael Bear, Gillian took a party of 

Concordia musicians, Gareth McLearnon flute, Abigail Burrows 

flute, Satoko Fukuda violin and Jeremy Silver piano to Nairobi. 

They gave concerts for the Lord Mayor and workshops for 

schools with children of all ages and backgrounds. 
 

On our return from Kenya, Concordia launched a partnership between St John’s School 

Korogocho and two London schools, St Clement Danes,  CoE Primary School, Westminster 

and St Paul’s Primary School, Tower Hamlets. Led by Concordia clarinettist Nadia Wilson, 

Concordia was overwhelmed by the enthusiasm of the children, their eagerness to learn and 

their touching musical performances. A children’s pen-pal scheme was created and they were 

able to share letters, photos and experiences with their new friends in London.   
 
Nadia Wilson, writes: 

Music for Life project draws to a close this Summer but we are continuing with our very 

important project The Journey of an Instrument. I am thrilled to report the massive difference 

that Concordia’s support has made to the children of St. John’s School in the Korogocho 

slum. Ten young musicians and teachers now give tuition to newly created music classes. All 

of the children receive lessons that give them an excellent grounding for the future. 
 
With the help of Concordia flautist, Abigail Burrows, Concordia has sent to Kenya 85 fifes and music books, enabling all year 4 chil-

dren to participate in the fife clubs. Those with talent  are able to progress to orchestral instruments more easily. Two of the students 

have been awarded places in the Safaricom Youth Orchestra.  Erick Oduor who was himself brought up in Korogocho has been work-

ing hard as a music teacher back at St John’s. Concordia kindly supported Eric on his music degree at Kenyatta University. He was 

thrilled to have been offered this opportunity and is now in his second year and doing well. Victoria Mugo, oboe, is currently studying in 

England, and hopes to teach this rare instrument on her return to Kenya. Victoria says ‘the gift of an oboe 

has improved the experience and quality of my playing and I can never be grateful enough’. 
 
It has been fantastic to create a link through music between St. John’s and Concordia’s London schools, St. 

Clement Danes and St. Paul’s School. The British children have enjoyed participating in a pen-pal scheme 

with the children at St. John’s learning all about the differences between their lives here in London and life 

for a child in Kenya. We plan to continue to support our friends and colleagues in Kenya and we are still 

always on the lookout for instruments that could go to a fantastic home. We would also like to thank eve-

ryone who has already supported this project for their kindness and generosity. 
 
Concordia have done some amazing things in Kenya. The Children loved all the Concordia work.  

                                 Leah Pike - St Clement Danes Church of England Primary School 
 
It is great to hear that the children in Kenya have really benefited from the scheme.   

                                 Laura James - St Paul’s Church of England School, Tower Hamlets 
 
The St John’s School band has improved due to the fife project which built the foundation for the young musicians. 

Two flautists have joined Safaricom Youth Orchestra after scoring high grades on flute and with the help of  

Harmony Kenya we managed to train10 music tutors, five of them are teaching in St John’s School which has  

contributed to significant growth of the music project.  Simon Kariuki - St John’s School Korogocho 

 

The Journey of an Instrument 
We continue to support our Journey of an Instrument project.  With help from the British Bank Instrument Company and Concor-

dia Friends, we have been able to send even more instruments to Kenya. All the many instruments that have been donated to an excellent 

cause have been tracked on their journey from London to Kenya and we have been thrilled to see them being used by deserving students. Simon, 

the main music teacher at St. John’s has informed us that the school orchestra is going from strength to strength as a result of the new instru-

ments and tuition that Concordia has provided.  

                                                        Nadia Wilson - Concordia Artist and Tutor for Kenya National Youth Orchestra 

 
 

BUILDING BRIDGES OF FRIENDSHIP 

Korogocho children study British  
Pen-Pal  letters 

Prizegiving in St John ‘s 

First fife lesson in St John’s  Korogocho Kenya The Journey of an Instrument  -  flutes arrive in Africa 

Donated by Abigail Burrows 

CONCORDIA OUTREACH 



          

 

 

Concordia’s ‘Fifes and Fairytales’, an interactive Children’s Production, pre-

sented a series of short fairytales from around the world. In the  
historic atmosphere of the Toynbee Studios, over 270 

children from four London schools were transported to 
a fantastical world through the magic of music, dance, 

puppetry and story-telling. Set in the Concordia Forest, Puck narrated the story of Pan and Syrinx, with 
contemporary dance accompanied by solo flute. Further readings came from The Wind in the Willows, A 

Midsummer Night’s Dream, and a fun and interactive adaptation of Little Red Riding Hood.  There was a 
magical display of shadow puppetry, telling the story of Callisto and Arcas and how they became the star 

constellations of Ursa Major and Ursa Minor, the big and little bears. 
 
Prior to the show, a series of workshops were given including fife tuition, 

instrument demonstrations, panpipe making, singing, creative writing and 
puppetry. The production was written and co-directed by Concordia flau-

tist Abigail Burrows: ‘My thanks go to Gillian for her encouragement, which has 
allowed me to fly with this idea. Fifes, Flutes and Fairytales has been such a pas-

sion for me and it is the most wonderful thing to have an idea brought to life.’     
 
We have now worked with so many children with our Fife project,  
including new initiatives with Glasgow schools.  Particular thanks go to  

Dasha Shenkman OBE, Alun Hughes’s British Bank Instrument Company, 
The Taurus Foundation and Friends of Concordia - bringing music, art, 

dance, creativity and imagination to so many children in the UK and further afield. 
             Abbie Burrows -  flute 

  University College London Hospital & Chelsea and  Westminster Hospital  

                                             The Healing Power of Music 

 

University College London Hospital - MacMillan Cancer Centre 
Our Healing Power of Music series was launched at University College London 
Hospital - Macmillan Cancer Centre in December 2014.  Taking place on the first 

Wednesday of every month, it follows a similar format to our concert series at 
Chelsea and Westminster Hospital. Our musicians perform a 45 minute concert 

in the foyer of the Cancer Centre before moving on to play for the patients on 
the chemotherapy ward. Our artist on  July 1st will be Mary Reid, harp.  
 
Both patients and staff have come to look forward to our visits and we have re-

ceived fantastic feedback for this wonderful initiative. All of the musicians who 
have taken part have told us what an affirmative and eye opening experience it 

has been for them, showing them why they were pursuing a career in music. 
 
       We are delighted that Mr & Mrs George Zandona, Friends of Concordia, are  
                generously supporting the concerts for the next three months. 
 

MEMORY LANE 

 Chelsea and Westminster Hospital  -  Stroke & Dementia Wards 
With the success of Memory Lane over the last two years Chelsea and Westminster Hospital invited Concordia artists to extend 
the series to a second day. Two of our new pianists Juliane and Tom tell us of their experiences. 
 
I have always been aware that music could have a strong positive influence on a person's life, but it is my involvement with Memory Lane that 

has shown me what a tremendous difference it can truly make. I am always pleased to see that my visits to the Chelsea and Westminster 
Hospital bring out not only smiles, but occasional singing and dancing. I can feel the general mood lifting when I play and talk with patients, 

visitors and staff members. These informal bedside performances lift my spirit in a completely different way than public recitals can. Seeing 
the instant impact music has on the patients makes me very thankful to be a musician.  

                                                                                                                                               Juliane Gallant - piano 
 
I’m immensely grateful to Concordia for giving me the opportunity to be part of the Memory Lane project. I remember from my own experi-
ence with a family member who suffered from dementia the poignancy of witnessing how much joy music can bring to people, both to the 

patients on the wards and to their families. This project enables young musicians to share their talent with others, and to use music in its most 
wonderful form – as a means of communication – so that it can offer people a chance to sit back and relax, to engage with the musicians 

and with each other in singing, and to be taken by a song from the past on a journey down Memory Lane.     
                                                                                                                                               Tom Harris  - piano 
 

FIFES AND FAIRYTALES 
Toynbee Studios  February 

Abigail Burrows and Holly Cook  
with cast members 

Children attending  
the workshops 

            Gillian with Helena Gourd flute 

Catherine Derrick harp & Nick Gilbert of UCH 

CONCORDIA OUTREACH 
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      13 April 2015 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The annual Prize Winners’ Concert of the Concordia Founda-

tion in association with the Worshipful Company of Musicians 

took place at the Wigmore Hall on Monday 13th April 2015.  

A very special evening in Concordia’s calendar and the Prize 

Winners this year were: 

Founder’s Prize:            Bethan Langford  soprano 

Serena Nevill Prize:       Ben-San Lau  piano 

Barthel Prize:                Ducasse Trio piano, violin, clarinet 
 

Everyone agreed that the evening was a fantastic success.  

Bethan Langford expertly accompanied by Ben-San Lau, 

opened the concert, performing 

songs by Ives, Howells, Britten, Schu-

bert and Dvorak to the delight of the 

audience.  The Ducasse Trio 

wowed the audience with their  

diverse range of repertoire and their 

quirky outfits. It was clear from their 

performance that all three musicians 

thoroughly enjoyed working together,  

each giving detailed introductions to 

their pieces. In their final piece by 

Bartok, violinist Charlotte showed 

great dexterity quickly swapping 

between two violins, which was fasci-

nating.  
                        

Dear Concordia, It was inspiring to encounter your passionate enthu-

siasm for the support of young musicians and especially as last night 

at the Wigmore Hall there was real music making from musicians 

who put the music first! Rarely these days can one actually experi-

ence the depth of music where it is not all about showmanship, vir-

tuosity or volume. I work in music with my record label to capture 

the pure beauty of good sound played by artists who actually care, 

believe, live and breathe the music. I was delighted to meet like 

minded people with such vision and so wish you both more strength 

in all your endeavours for this worthy cause.       

               Colin Attwell, director: Claudio Records Ltd. 

 

  Bethan Langford mezzo 
     Ben-San Lau piano 

Ducasse Trio with Gillian 

Serena Nevill prize-winner Ben-San Lau with Mr & Mrs Richard 

Nevill, Gillian and Peter and Trustee Dasha Shenkman OBE 

WINTER CONCERTS 
 

Over the Christmas period, Concordia presented four concerts  
-  our Autumn production at the National Portrait Gallery, the  
Candlelit Christmas Concert and, at the invitation of John  
Landor from St Martin-in-the-Fields, two Opera Gala concerts 
on New Year’s Eve and St Valentine’s Day.   
 
On Friday 5th December Concordia presented Duelling Divas 

at the National Portrait Gallery. Written and directed by Peter 

Foggitt, this exciting journey took us on a whirlwind tour of 

opera's greatest egos. Nineteenth-century divas Angelica Cata-

lani and Adelina Patti plus the castrati Farinelli and Bernacchi 

were brought to life with great effect, compared with tales of  

short-tempered and highly-demanding modern operatic per-

formers.  This hour-long presentation with sopranos Natasha 

Day and Rhiannon Llewellyn was thrilling.  
 

 Christmas Concert Review 
12 December 2014 

A wealth of Concordia Artistic talent was on show at our  

14th Candlelit Christmas Concert as the ensemble led us 

through the annual favourites and some 

exciting new pieces.  My particular highlights 

were The Pearl Fishers duet performed by 

Nicky Spence and Timothy Connor, Bach’s 

Double Violin Concerto in D Minor by Lyrit 

Milgrim and Violeta Barrena, and the fabu-

lous Traviata medley performed by the 

whole ensemble. In addition to the uplifting 

music, we were regaled by Gabrielle 

Speaight, the guest speaker for the even-

ing. Her incredible interpretation and deliv-

ery of Joyce Grenfell’s Nativity Play really stands out for me; 

the whole audience was hanging on her every word!  Words 

and music were most definitely at their most beautiful and 

evocative that evening. Special thanks to Gareth McLearnon, 

Concert Director.                              Georgina Benton 

 

   Opera Galas 
     In association with John Landor, London Musical Arts  
 
On New Year’s Eve at St Martin-in-the-Fields, Concordia 

was represented by Nicky Spence, tenor, Na-

tasha Day, soprano, Timothy Connor, baritone 

and Angela Simkin, mezzo.  Our quartet pre-

sented an evening of well known operatic 

arias and songs from musical theatre to an 

appreciative audience.  Selections included 

music from Verdi, Puccini, Rossini and Delibes 

together with Gilbert and Sullivan, Franz Le-

har, Rogers and Hammerstein, Cole Porter, 

George Gershwin and Leonard Bernstein.  All 

held together by  

Master of Ceremonies, Peter Foggitt, with his witty repartee 

and story telling; a thoroughly enjoyable way to begin the New 

Year’s Eve celebrations.     
 
Soprano Natasha Day devised and presented the St Valen-

tine’s Day concert which focussed on the passion and unpre-

dictability of love.  Two couples sang romantic favourites like  

O Soave Fanciulla; La Boheme and La Ci Darem La Mano from 

Don Giovanni interspersed with saucy pieces including the 

Habanera from Carmen. However, so as to portray not only  

the joys of love, we also enjoyed the argumentative side of life,  

with scenes from Anna Bolena, Bella Figlia dell’Amore, Rigoletto 

and The Watch Duet from Die Fledermaus. Natasha said ‘it was   

hugely satisfying and exhilarating to perform, especially to such a 

warm and receptive audience’.  

RECENT CONCORDIA CONCERTS 



 

      NEW Concordia Artists 

Stephanie Onggowinoto  piano 

From Indonesia, Stephanie  is currently 

studying at the Royal College of Music.  

She performed her first concert for 

Concordia at St Martin-in-the-Fields on 

18 May. Stephanie recently formed the 

Mellanie Piano Trio with colleagues 

from the RCM and they will perform 

for us at or our Christmas Concert on 

12 December.  Next year she makes 

her debut at Carnegie Hall. 
 

Pierre Frapier  violin 

Pierre gained his final diploma at        

Montpellier Conservatoire at the age of 15. 

In 2010 he entered the Royal College of 

Music in London as an RCM Foundation 

Scholar studying with the internationally 

known pedagogue, Professor Itzhak Rash-

kovsky.  More recently he won a place and 

a  scholarship to follow the prestigious 

Artist Diploma programme at RCM. Pierre 

plays a Jacob Fendt violin c. 1830. 
 

STOP PRESS 

Thomas Harris 
Chelsea Old Town Hall  

Sunday 28th June at 7.30pm 

The Kensington Philharmonic Orchestra  
welcome back the phenomenal young    
pianist Thomas Harris, who performed 
with KPO while still a schoolboy. He is 
now a student at the Guildhall School of 

Music and will be dazzling us with  

Beethoven's 5th piano concerto 'Emperor'. 
  

News from Samantha Ward  piano 
 

Now in its third year, the 2015             
International Piano Festival and summer 
school in North Wales runs at Bangor   
University between 31 July and 5 August. 
The festival launches chamber music and 
also goes on tour for the first time to 
Moreton Hall in Shropshire, providing a 
bespoke event for talented young pianists 
arriving in the UK for the first time from 
China.  I created Piano Week because I 
wanted to form a new and diverse piano 
festival in the UK, not only bringing much 
musical culture to North Wales, but also providing a concert   
platform for pianists of my generation. I am thrilled to have      
attracted faculty and participants alike from all over the globe, with 
participants ranging in ability from beginner to advanced levels and 

in age from six to eighty-seven years.   
 
I am extremely grateful to Gillian and Concordia for their support, 

without which Piano Week would not have been the success it is, 

as well as to Pianist magazine, Schott Music publishers, the      

Worshipful Company of Musicians, Mrs Eugenie Maxwell, Blüthner 

and Mr Richard Sotnick. 

 
 

Hello to Nicola… We welcome to Concordia our new 

Administrator Nicola Tagoe.   

Flautist, Nicola is a former student of the Centre for Young      
Musicians (CYM), and graduate of Royal Holloway, University of 
London, where she gained a BMus in Solo   
Performance and MMus in Advanced     
Musical Studies (Ethnomusicology). Nicola 
has developed a broad and practical 
knowledge of music/arts administration 
through positions with the Chamber Music 
Company and, most recently, the Prince’s 
Foundation for Children & the Arts, where 
she was a key member in the Projects team 
working to facilitate ongoing relationships between partner arts 
venues across the UK with disadvantaged schools in their local 
area. Nicola is delighted to join the team at Concordia            
Foundation and has thoroughly enjoyed a very busy first few 
weeks in her new role!   

        Auditions 
Concordia has held several auditions over the past few months.  
We invited our American interns to attend and review their day. 
 
I was delighted by the opportunity to observe Concordia’s unique audi-

tion process. Upon arrival, the musicians are often surprised to learn 

that auditions are held in Gillian’s house, in her personal music room. 

The atmosphere is lighthearted, but not unceremonious.  “Try and 

imagine you’re coming on stage at the Royal Albert Hall”, Gillian says 

smiling as they enter.  “Be sure to enjoy this experience ” She takes in 

all aspects of each performance, eager to learn about and work with 

each musician. Her responses are crafted with sincerity, balancing 

praise and criticism. To each musician she emphasizes,  “These are 

not auditions”, and they truly aren’t. Formal openings aside, the audi-

tions are more like lessons in spirit. This process is a reflection of Con-

cordia’s unique aims. Typical auditions merely seek strong performers, 

whereas Concordia’s examine the whole artist to seek those who are 

not only talented, but also in tune with the ethos of the Concor-

dia Family.                 Mark Picel US Intern Spring 2015 

 

It was incredible to walk into Gillian’s home, and to find that Herman 

Melville once lived in this beautiful house. I  felt truly blessed to be in 

the music room with a gorgeous piano and a lovely view of the London 

Eye.  Most of the artists who attended were only a little older than me 

and it is comforting to know that an organization like Concordia Foun-

dation exists so that some of them can fulfill their dreams.  I got to 

experience the way that Concordia uniquely goes about handling audi-

tions. All of the artists were incredible, and I was in awe. These audi-

tions showed me that no matter how talented people are there is al-

ways room for improvement and confidence can take you a long way. 

Overall, my first experience with Concordia auditions has led me to 

think about different life lessons from gratitude toward my work in 

London to enjoying every moment especially when I can listen to live 

music and how to carry myself in the professional world.   

                    Jacqueline Jones  US Intern Autumn 2014 

This newsletter has been compiled by  

Barbara Baxter 

Edited by Peter, Gillian and Georgina 

Obituaries 

We were very sad to hear of the passing of our 

dear Friends  Colin Frizzell, Colleen and Dennis 

Garratt, and Larry Duttson.  Our deepest  

sympathy and thoughts are with their families.     

We will be honouring them in our 

Autumn concerts. 
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CONCORDIA SUMMER EVENTS 

                             Gillian Humphreys OBE 
                                                  presents     
 
             A Song for the Lord Mayor’s Table 

National Portrait Gallery 

Friday 26 June 6.30pm  
A celebration of the power of the City of London 

and the country of England in this year of the 

800th anniversary of the Magna Carta 
 

Featuring music from William Walton to Lerner and Loewe,  

 with William Vann piano,  Joanna Marie Skillett soprano,  
     Max Welford clarinet  Robert Cheung piano 

 
 

      This concert is presented by the National Portrait Gallery  

           as part of the Late Shift free event programme 

   
Benjamin Franklin House  

Thursday 30  July 7.30pm 

Concordia Foundation presents 

                      A Summer Serenade 
         Holly Cook flute      Tamara Young harp 

 A programme of music for flute and harp 

Concert Tickets & Reception £20 available from Benjamin Franklin House 020 7839 2006   

or Concordia Foundation 020 7389 0524 

High Tide Festival  

Aldeburgh Jubilee Hall 

Saturday 19 September 7.45pm 

Concordia Foundation  Gillian Humphreys OBE  

                                     presents 

                 The Ballad of Whitechapel  

                     Silver Rose    

  Henry Goodman            Lady Freud 
                                      Lydbrook Band       Apollo 5     Klezmer Ensemble:             

     Oleg Lapidus    Nicole Crespo O Donoghue     Yuval  Havkin 
 
                                Directed by Richard Stirling     
                                                   
                               A commemoration of the life and work of Isaac Rosenberg  

        the schoolboy,  the soldier, the poet, the portrait painter      
              Music by Vaughan Williams, Edward Elgar, Franz Schubert, Ivor Novello, Dr Liz Lane 

and Klezmer with the poetry of Isaac Rosenberg 

Tickets available from High Tide Festival  020 7566 9765 www.ht.org.uk/event/fest15 

http://williamvann.com/gallery/will-vann-3/

